


 

SKELETAL STRUCTURE OF THE DAIRY COW  
 
 
 



 

NATIONAL TYPE CLASSIFICATION REGULATIONS 
 

FEES AND CONDITIONS: 
 
1.1 Herd Visit fee payable on application $27.50  GST inc. 

Adult Cows   $9.90 per head GST inc. 
Animals resubmitted for higher award $9.90 per head GST inc. 
2 year old heifers (if all heifers submitted) $5.50 per head GST inc. 
2 year old heifers  (if only percentage) $9.90 per head GST inc. 

 
1.2 All animals submitted for classification must be registered with the Jersey Australia. This 

includes Genetic Recovery & Jersey expansion animals.  The animals should be in an enclosed 
area. Either concrete or mowed grass, to assist the classifier. 

  
1.3 Random checks of tattoo brands of animals submitted for classification will be made by 

classifiers. 
 
1.4 Members will be notified, at least 7 days prior to the classifier visit, of the date, time and 

requirements of the visit. 
 
1.5 No animal classified will be penalised because of defects caused by non-genetic factors. 
 
1.6 Cows not calved may be assessed if considered to be close enough to calving to be properly 

evaluated except for VHC’s and Excellent and Superior which must be in milk. 
 
1.7 Members must ensure that they have current classification book, and all details on the animal to 

be classified must be completed before classification commences. 
 

AWARDS AND POINTS:  
 
 MATURE COWS AWARDS   POINTS & CONDITIONS 
 
2.2 No Award (NA) Less than or equal to 74 points 
 
 2.2.1 Any animal deemed to have its bottom jaw off the pad would be given X & deregistered. 
 
2.3 Fair (F) 75-79 (Vessel min.23 points) 
 
2.4 Highly Commended (HC) 80-85 (Vessel min.26 points) 
 
2.5 Highly Commended plus (HC+) 86-89 (Vessel min.28 points) 
 
2.6 Very Highly Commended (VHC) 90-100 (Vessel min.30 points) 
 
 2.6.1 Cows must be at least three years old, in milk and on their second lactation. 
 
 2.6.2 Classifiers may ask to sight a pedigree certificate to confirm date of birth. 
 
2.7 Superior: 92-100 (Vessel min.30 points)  
 
 2.7.1 Must satisfy the criteria of the VHC award. 
 
 2.7.2 Must be at least four (4) years of age 
 
2.8 Excellent: 
 
 2.8.1. The cow must hold a VHC award and upon re inspection given a vessel minimum of 28 points. 
 
 2.8.2 The cow may be of any age. 

 2.8.3 The cow must have lifetime production of 1200 kg protein. 

 2.8.4 The cow must be in milk at the time of inspection and may be requested to be milked out. 



 

 
 2.8.5 Classifier must sight the cow’s official herd recording information. 

 2.8.6 The award carries the age of which it was gained eg aged 7 = EX7. 

 

TWO YEAR OLDS: 
3.1 Two-year-olds can score a maximum of 88 points. 

3.2  If submitted, all two year olds in milk must be assessed (except where rule 3.3 applies) this information 
is submitted for inclusion in ABV Type assessment. 

 
3.3  Two-year-old bull mothers may be submitted without the requirement of 3.2; however these animals will 

not be included in ABV type assessment data. 
 
3.4  Obvious two-year-old culls will be classified free of charge. 
 
3.5 Two-year-olds are classified to meet both Jersey Australia and ADHIS requirements. This means there 

will be a final score plus the composite trait boxes for General Appearance and Mammary System 
shown on the sheet. 

 
 

RESUBMITS 
 
4.1 Any animal may be resubmitted in an attempt to receive higher points and/or awards but not during the 

same lactation period of the current award was gained.  That is, an animal cannot be classified twice in 
the one lactation.  Exception: Excellent award. 

 
4.2 A resubmitted animal will hold her current record if the points are not raised. 
 
4.3 Members shall be required to provide classifiers with points and awards currently held by each animal 

resubmitted. 
 
4.4 A cow may be submitted for an Excellent award having previously gained a VHC in the same lactation. 
 

Any queries should be directed to 
CEO “JERSEY HOUSE” 
Phone: (03) 9370 9105 

Email: jersey@jersey.com.au or admin@jersey.com.au  
Additional application forms are available to download from www.jersey.com.au 

 
 
 
HEIFER CLASSIFICATION 
 
Jersey Australia wishes to encourage members to classify all 2-year-old heifers.  
This is important to gain reliable type proofs on as many bulls as possible. 
 
Heifer classification is available at a reduced price of $5.50 per head 
(inc.GST) to members who choose to classify all 2-year-olds in herd.  
Random/single classifications of 2-year-olds are charged out at $9.90 per 
head (inc.GST). 
 
Members participating in Heifer Classification will receive a linear graph on all 
heifers classified.  This will be of great assistance in making corrective mating 
decisions. 
 



 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF A CLASSIFICATION IN PROGRESS 



 

SAMPLE OF A COMPLETED CLASSIFICATION SHEET 
 
 
 
  



 

J-BASE LINEAR TRAITS GRAPH 
This report is available upon request. 



 

SHOW RING CODE OF ETHICS 
 
The showing of Registered Jersey cattle is an important part of the promotion and 
development of the breed.  In addition, it plays an important role in the program of 
Jersey Australia to stimulate and sustain interest in breeding Registered Jersey cattle. 
 
In connection with this, the Board of Management of Jersey Australia believes it is in 
the best interest of the breeders of Registered Jersey cattle to maintain a reputation 
of integrity and to present a professional and progressive image in the show ring. 
 
Jersey Australia recognises there are certain practices in the proper care and 
management of dairy cattle which are necessary in the course of moving cattle to 
and between shows that are advisable to keep them in a sound healthy condition so 
that they might be presented in the show ring in a natural, normal appearance and 
condition. 
 
Conversely, Jersey Australia recognises certain practices within the processes of 
showing cattle which are not acceptable. 
 
THE FOLLOWING PRACTICES OR PROCEDURES ARE CONSIDERED UNACCEPTABLE AND 
ARE DEFINED AS BEING FRAUDULENT AND / OR UNETHICAL IN THE SHOWING OF 
REGISTERED JERSEY CATTLE. 
 
1. Misrepresentation of the status of the animal in relation to the class in which it is 

shown. 

2. a) Treating the animal, particularly the udder, internally or externally, with a 
substance to artificially improve conformation. 

b) Setting the teats or manipulating a teat to alter its normal position such as to 
unnaturally hold it plumb or to alter its length. 

c) Surgery or insertion of foreign matter under the skin, performed to change the 
natural contour of appearance of the animal’s body, though not to preclude 
practices required or involved in normal management. 

d) Use of artificial hair except for false switches. 

3. Criticising or interfering with the judge, show management or other exhibitors and 
any other behaviour considered unsportsmanlike while within the show ring or 
other conduct considered detrimental to the breed or show. 

4. Challenging, threatening or interfering with an ethics committee appointed by 
Jersey Australia to monitor the animals on exhibit at the show grounds. 



 

 
 

PROGENY TEST POLICY 
 
For the Jersey breed to progress and remain competitive it is essential that breeders 
continue the use of young sires in their breeding program.  Jersey Australia Breed 
Development Committee recommends breeders include 40% of young bulls in their 
herd matings.  To achieve this level we suggest replacing below average proven bulls 
with a group of young bulls. 
 
Young bulls used should qualify for enrolment in the Jersey Australia Young Sire 
Accreditation Program. 
 

The criteria is as follows: 

1. The bull must be registered. 

2. The bull must have licensed semen and have met all criteria called by ADHIS. 

3. The bull must be sired by a bull that has an index ranking in the 70th percentile or 
better within his country of origin.  If the sire of the young bull has yet to obtain 
proof, the grand sire on the paternal side must meet the index requirement. 

4. The bull must be born from a cow that has an index ranking in the 70th percentile 
or better within her country of origin. 

5. The type standard of bull mothers must meet the policy of the Jersey Australia. 

6. The direct Jersey Australia policy on progeny test bulls will apply and all criteria 
must be met in order for young progeny test bulls to be accepted into the 
accreditation scheme. 

7. Jersey Australia will remove the young bull from the young sire accreditation 
scheme after semen has been produced from him for a period of twelve months. 

8. Jersey Australia will direct its field staff to only work with bulls that can be 
registered in the young sire accreditation scheme. 



 

HISTORY OF THE JERSEY BREED 
 
No history of Jersey Australia would be complete without some reference to the 
history of the Jersey breed and the Island of Jersey. 
 
There is a commonly accepted notion that all Jersey cattle on the face of the earth 
originated on the Jersey Island.  Basically this is no doubt true, although some 
sceptical writers in the 1700s refer to French animals brought through the Island to be 
represented and sold as true Jersey Island Cattle. 
 
Jersey Island history is romantic and adventuresome.  Jersey was originally settled by 
the Celtics.  It was invaded and occupied by the Romans, the Franks, and finally the 
Norsemen.  The predominant ancestry of the present inhabitants was probably the 
latter group.  The important fact of history as related to its people however is that 
Jersey traditionally has been a haven for the oppressed and for those who cared little 
for the autocracy of overbearing kings or religious groups who desired to dominate 
governments as well as the spiritual lives of people. 
 
It was a political atmosphere of pride of self-government and rebellion against the 
status quo of the governments of mainland Europe that a unique breed of cattle was 
developed.  The same national pride that demanded political self-expression 
translated itself into a jealous guardianship of the genetic purity of the breed.  Where 
did the breed on Jersey come from?  No one knows for certain but several interesting 
theories have been expressed by various historians of the breed. It is a matter of 
historical fact that the Island of Jersey was connected to the mainland of France prior 
to 709AD.  This lends some credence to several theories relative to the origin of Jersey 
cattle. 
 
One historian contends that the Jersey originated in India and gradually migrated 
north to cross the land bridge of Jersey.  Others claim with equal conviction that the 
Jersey came from early stock of Brown Swiss origin; another theory claims that the 
Jersey is a genetic refinement of the spotted cattle of Normandy and Brittany.  It is 
claimed that they migrated on foot to Jersey in the beginning and were crossbred 
with selected males brought from the mainland by boat after 709AD. 
 
Geography also played a vital role in the development of the Jersey breed.  The 
physical isolation of the tiny Island made possible the successful banning of imports of 
other breed types, once the Island breeders decided to concentrate on a single 
dairy breed.  The Island remained accessible to human habitation but insular enough 
in its location and the philosophies of its people to nurture the Jersey breed as it 
evolved into its present type and physiological make-up. 
 
Regardless of the precise history of the evolution of the breed until 1800 there are 
substantial facts on the breed’s history since that time. 
 
First Jersey Island Society 
An early historian of the breed was Colonel LeCouteur, Queens’ Aide-de-Camp in 
Jersey.  For the purpose of improving the breeding practices of the Island farmers and 
to preserve breed purity he arranged a meeting to be held in St.Heliers in 1833 where 
the decision to form the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of Jersey was made.  
Col.LeCouteur acted as the first Secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society of Jersey. 
 
Constructive controversy has been a hallmark of Jersey breed societies from the 
beginning.  It is interesting to note that even as long ago as in the early 1880s there 
was much discussion of “type” of the ideal Jersey cow.  History relates that even on 
the tiny island of Jersey (12 miles long, 6½ miles wide) that two types of Jersey cows 
were developed.  The cattle on the North and Northwest side of the Island were 
smaller in structure, finer of bone and hard.  Those on the South part of the Island 



 

were larger of body, thicker of bone and more able to handle larger quantities of 
roughage. 
 
One of the earliest challenges of the Royal Jersey Agricultural Society was to attempt 
to reconcile the interests of the breeders which resulted in the adoption of a scale of 
points which was used at the first Jersey cattle show held on the 31st March 1834. 
 
The First Jersey Herdbook 
The first Jersey herdbook came into being as a result of a Society resolution in 1861 
which stated: “That a registry be kept of all cattle belonging to members of this 
Society”. 
 
The first herdbook was issued five years later due largely to the efforts of a Monsieur 
Charles P. LeCornu.  His principles were to separate known Jersey cattle into three 
classes.  The first class was the best revealed by their quality, symmetry, constitution 
and milk-giving properties.  The second best were selected and the third class 
rejected from the registry. 
 
M.LeCornu reasoned that six or seven crosses between only the two top groupings 
would finally permit breeding with more certain results.  This principle has been 
followed on the Island in substantial measure to this day. 
 
The first herdbook embraced registration for the period 1866 – 1872 and contained 
150 bulls and 724 cows as foundation stock and 47 bulls and 22 cows as pedigree 
stock. 
 
To be entered into the herdbook very strict rules were observed.  The owner of the bull 
must give a certificate of service to the owner of the cow or heifer mater.  Within 
twenty-four hours of the birth of the calf a member of the Society had to inspect it, 
note its sex and marking, check the service date with the birth of the calf.  A second 
examination for a bull was held twelve months later and it was not allowed to be 
used before then.  Heifers had to be inspected initially at birth and again at calving 
when their udders were checked for soundness.  The Jersey Islanders were very slow 
minded and any bull that won a prize must stand for service for one year before 
being sold.  A very important rule on Jersey Island is any bull is available to any 
member at a reasonable fee while he remains on the Island. 
 
After 1972 the inspection for the herdbook ceased and all animals were given a 
herdbook number.  From a small number of cattle first registered Jersey cattle are 
found in most countries in the world.  The export of cattle from the Island was 
flourishing at the end of the 18th Century.  It is interesting to note one bull called Flying 
Fox is one of the common ancestors to many Jersey cattle; he qualified in 1899.  By 
heavy culling and the export of cattle by breeders of Jersey Island a high standard of 
cattle was maintained.  When steam driven ships were built, exporting cattle was 
easier and many early Jersey cattle imported into Australia came from Jersey Island.  
 




